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One upon a time, there was an old lady who lived in a little mud house in a 

little village in Iran. The garden of her house was just the size of a sandpit. In 

the garden, there was a tree, just the size of a matchstick. Around the garden 

were four mud walls.
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One afternoon, she put on her large floral chador and went out to meet her 

ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎΦ !ǎ ƘŜǊ ŎƘŀŘƻǊ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŦƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ōǊƛŘŜΩǎ ǾŜƛƭΣ ǎƘŜ 

suddenly felt that it was about to start raining, and a moist smell started 

coming off the mud walls. Then came heavy rain and thunder.
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The old lady went back inside and snuggled under the quilt. All of a sudden there was:

ΨYƴƻŎƪΣ ƪƴƻŎƪΣ ƪƴƻŎƪΗΩ

Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘƛƴȅ ǎǇŀǊǊƻǿΣ ŘǊƛǇǇƛƴƎ ǿŜǘΦ ²ŀǘŜǊ ŘǊƻǇǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ ōŜŀƪ:

Ψ5ǊƛǇΣ ŘǊƛǇΣ ŘǊƛǇΗΩ

Its wet wings were flapping fast: ΨCƭǳǘǘŜǊΣ ŦƭǳǘǘŜǊΣ ŦƭǳǘǘŜǊΗΩ

The old lady took the sparrow into the room and covered its wings with a piece of cloth.
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ΨYƴƻŎƪΣ ƪƴƻŎƪΣ ƪƴƻŎƪΗΩ

¢ƘŜ ƻƭŘ ƭŀŘȅ ǊǳǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪŜŘΥ Ψ²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ƛǘΚΩ !ǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

door, a soaking wet crow flew into the house and sprayed water all over the sparrow.

The sparrow was about to yell at the crow but, all of a sudden, they heard:

ΨYƴƻŎƪΣ ƪƴƻŎƪΣ ƪƴƻŎƪΗΩ

And a soaking wet cat trudged into the house.
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When the sparrow and the crow saw the cat, they clung to each other and started 

shaking in fear.

ΨaŜƻǿΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻƳ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ 

ƘƻǳǎŜΣΩ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀǘ ǎƳƛƭŜŘ ǎƭȅƭȅ.
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That evening, more wet guests arrived:

A watchdog, and a large cow pushed its way into the house causing an earthquake. 

All the animals were forced against the walls when the cow entered.

.ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎǇŀǊǊƻǿ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŀǘ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǳƎƘŜŘΥ ΨIŜƘŜ-ƘŜƘŜΦΩ
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ΨZ-z-z-z-z.Ω Now the only sounds to be heard in the little house were of snoring.  

The little sparrow and Mr. Crow had each found a spot on the windowsill while the 

kitty, the watchdog and the huge cow had taken each their corner in the room.
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